Social Work Discussion Posts

Discussion 1: Classism
Being a mixed Puerto Rican and German, classism has greatly affected my life. Having relatives who are either dark-skinned with an African root or light-skinned with an American root, classism has affected the kind of relationship in the family. While the light-skinned ones are often the rich ones, they tend to sideline and treat the dark-skinned relatives as their inferiors though they openly deny this fact. In addressing the life of any of my clients who has been affected by classism and class differences, I will use various strategies depending on the individual needs of the client. The rich hardly need help from social workers as their financial stability grants them lucrative deals and help. If the clients are from the poor class, provision of some basic needs like food, clothing and temporal shelter is effective (Furman et.al, 170).  Besides, I can advocate for Non-Governmental organizations as well as the government to help them meet their basic needs. Lastly, I can refer the clients to resources who can help them through employment or giving them aid. 
Discussion 2: Power, Privilege and Classism

Classism is demonstrated in the video through the type of work they do- babysitting for Elena and baggage loading and unloading for Juan. Besides, the type of entertainment, drinking beer, they have for the weekend is characteristic of class. Some barriers to social services that the Hernandez family experience due to class status include poor working conditions as Juan despite having a back ache has to load and unload baggage, working overtime and even not going to church  so as to make money. The intersection of class, ethnicity and migration history will further negatively impact their experience because being Latino, poor and having a history of child abuse increase the degree of social stigmatization (Adams et.al, 194). This social class issue may be addressed by social workers through referring them to resources that can offer employment as well as enroll them to aid programs like Snap.

Discussion 3: The effects of Means-tested Social Programs

Some means-tested programs that might be available to Eboni if she was in the New York State include being enrolled into the Women, Infant and Children program. She could also be enrolled into Medicaid after seeking consent from her parents as well as be given support so that she can complete her education. The potential long-term outcomes for Eboni and her child if she decides to keep the baby include that she will not only be a single parent but equally a teenage mother (Popple & Leighninger).  Being a dependent, Eboni may not be able to raise her child properly like other adult parents and thus, the child may develop some behavioral and developmental problems in his or her life. And unluckily, after five years, the state will stop offering her help she gets. Some state public assistance policies that may help ebony through parenthood include Temporal Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), a federally assisted housing program and food stamps. 
Discussion 4: Welfare Programs

While means-tested programs have been created to be temporary solutions to the needy, they have instead perpetuated poverty. This has in turn increased the levels of dependency among the population as the needy are certain that despite not working, they shall still have their daily needs met through aid. The perception of dependency has contributed to stigmatization in welfare programs (Bentelle & Nicoli, 236). Often many citizens believe that the aid that welfare programs provide is for the black people who are associated with higher levels of poverty and some whites who are lazy and cannot work to earn a living; thus increasing stigmatization. I believe that some people are genuinely incapable of meeting their daily needs. However, if one is not physically or mentally handicapped he or she should not be given aid daily. Sometimes, they should provide for themselves. With this perception, I will find myself having a negative attitude to someone I’ve seen receive aid more than five consecutive times. 
